NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL SEEDS COUNCIL ACT, 2019
 EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM -

This Act repeals the National Agricultural Seeds Act, Cap. N5, Laws of the Federation of
Nigeria, 2004 and establishes the National Agricultural Seeds Council to. promote and
stimulate the development of dependable seed industry, regulate and control the
registration of released varieties, protect the farmers from the sales of poor quality seeds,
facilitate the production and marketing of high quality seeds in Nigeria, and provide legal
backing for official testing certification, sales, importation, exportation and use of seed.

This Act also, promotes greater private sector parti,cipatibn in the seed subsector in line
<with the current agricultural seed policy globalisation and export trade promotion.
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NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL SEEDS COUNCIL ACT, 2019
A Bill
For

An Act to repeal the National Agricultaral Seeds Act, Cap. N5, Laws of the Federation
of Nigeria, 2004 and enact the National Agricultural Seeds Council to promote and
" stimulate the development of dependable seed industry, regulate and comirol the
registration of released varieties, protect the farmers from the sales of poor quality
seeds, facilitate the produchon and marketing of high quality seeds in Nigeria and
provide legal backing for official testing cerﬂficatmn, sales, importation, exportatlon

) and use of seed; and for re¢lated matters.
ENACTED by thc Naﬁonal.Aséembiy of the Federal Republic of Nigeria -

PART I — ESTABLISHN[ENT OF THE NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL SEEDS
COUNCIL AND GOVERNING BOARD

L (1) “There is established the Natlonal Agncululral Seeds Council (111 this Act referred
to as "the Counc:11”) :

(2) The Council is a body corpolate with perpe’mal succession and a common seal and

may -
(a) acquire" hold or dispose of real and personal ﬁro‘perty; and
(b) sue or be sued in its cozporate name.

2. (1) There is established for the Council the Agncultural Seeds Govemmcr Board (in
~ this Act referred to as "the Board").

(2) The Board shall consist of a chairman and a number of members to be defined by a
regulatmn made by the Minister, that includes representauves ﬁ'oxn -

(a) the Ministry of Agrlculture not below the rank of a Director
and other Ministries and pubhc entities with a role in the seed
‘'sector; and : _

(b) the private sector, mcludmg fam:lers orgamsatlons and other
members of the seed industry.

(3) The Chairman and other members of the Board shall be -

(a) persons of provcn integrity, ability, vast kuowledge and
experience in the seed sector and

(b) appomted' by the President Lipon the recomméndation of the

Commencement

Es_tabl.ishment of th e
Agricultural Seeds
Council.

Establishment of the -

. Go'vcming Board.



* Minister.

(4) The Chmrinan and members of the Board shall hold office for a term of four years
and may bc rcappomted for another term of four years and no more.

(5) A 1nember of the Board shall be paid such allowances as 1he Federal Government
may direct. -

(6) The Chaimlan or-member of the Board, may at any time, be removed from office
by the President for inability to discharge the functions of his office, whether
arising from infirmity of the mind or body or for any fraudulent act or misconduct.

(7) The Chairman or member may resign by a notice addressed through the Mu:uster to
 the President and the notice of resignation shall bccomc effective from the datc of
acceptance of the remgnatlon by the Preﬂdent -

(8] Upon the accutrence of any vacancy in the membership of the Boarci the Chairman
shall immédiately communicate this fact to the Minister Who shall ensure that the
vacancy is ﬁlled as contained in this section.

'(9) The office of ﬂm Chairman or mcmber becomes vacant if he —
(a) dies:

() - becomes insane or he is suffering from any permanent

disability which will render him unable to perform his
functions;

(c) is an undischarged bankrupt; or

(d) is convicted of the commission of a crime relating to fraud or
gross misconduct ;

(10) ‘Without prejudice to the provisions of thzs Act, where a majonty of the members
of the Board arc satisfied that the continued presence of the Chairman or a
"member on the Board is not in the national interest or the interest of the Council,

the Board may recommend, through the Minister, to the President for the removal
of the Chairman or a member _

(11) A decision of the Board shall not be invalidated solely on the reason that therc.

exists a vacancy in the office of a member.

(12) In the absence of a duly constituted Board for the Cou:ucﬂ the Duector—(}eneral of

the Council shall, with the approval of the Minister, perform such functions of' the
Board as may be required. :

(13) The supplementary prov151ons set out in the First Schedule to ﬂ']_IS Ac:t shall have

effect with respect to the proceedings of the Board and the other matters specified
in the Schcdulc &

First Schedule,



3. (1) Notwithstanding anythmg to the contrary in this Act, the Minister shall exercise all E‘{Dll*lcﬁtflsﬁfutti;n "
the powers of the Board where the Board has not been cons’cl‘ruted or dissolved. S

(2) Subject to subsection (1), the Director-General of the Council shall, with the’
approval of the Minister perform such functions of the Board as may be required.

" (3) Any action taken or decision reached in compliance with the provisions of this
section shall be valid for all intent and purposes,

PART II — FUNCTIONS OF THE COUNCIL

Functions of the

4, (1) The CQLU:LGﬂ shall — ; _ y . .. Council

(a) analyse and formulate programmes, policies and actions
regarding seed development and the seed industry in general,
including researchon issues relating to seed tésting, registration,
release, production, 'marketing, distribution, certification,
quahty control, supply and use of seeds-in ngerxa importation

- and cxportatlon of sccds

(b) design improved management system and procedure relating to
the administration of seed activity;

" (¢) implement official quality control and certification of seeds,
and facilitate enrolment of any approved private body in seed :
cettification pro grammcs

(d) ‘advise the Federal Government on the orgamsatlon
management and financing of seed programs;

(e) appfove éeed standards; ;

® advxse the natmnal tesearch systcm on the changmg pattern of
seed demand and fanners needs;

(g) plan, momtor_ and eval-ua‘tel the achievements of the national
- seed system and recommend improvement thereto;

(h) encourage the estabhshment in Nigeria of seed companies for
the purpose of carrying out research, production, processmg :
and marketing of seed;

(i) issue licences and permits under this Act;

G) approve policies and ‘strategies to 'proféc’:t small seed produ'cers,-
local varieties and to promote quality seed production; -

(k) regulate the seed ihdush'y in Nigeria;

(1) represent Nigeria and work closely with. the West African



Committee on Seeds for the development of the seed sector;
(m) establish and manage a seed sector support fund; and

(n) perform such other related functions as may be required of the
- Council subject to the approval of the Board.

(2) From the commencement of this Act, every company incorporated in Nigeria for
the purposes specified in subsection (1) (g), shall enjoy such incentives as arc
granted by the Federal Government to an agricultural and seed enterprises.

| [3) The Crop Variety Registration and Release Comxmttee is respon51ble for making
recommendations to the Council on matters relatlng to—

- (a) the registration a.nd release of any given crop vancty,

- (b) the declaration of a crop Vanety as a notified kind and for the
purposes of this Act, different kinds or vanehes of seed may be
notified for different areas; and -

(¢) a crop kind variety intended to be reglstered under this section =
may be required to undergo a minimum of two years of test to
determine its adaptability to a particular geo-palitical area.

5. The Board shall — : - s - . ERE - Powers of the ],Eioﬂ_.ﬂrld-'
(a) manage and superintend the affairs of the Council;

(b) fix the terms and condltlons of service including rcmuneratlon
of the employees of the Council;

(c) make, alter and revoke rules and Jrcgula‘cmns for carrymg out
the functmns of the Couzmzl~

(d) ensure & the proper resou:cmg and tundmg of the Cmmcﬂ

.-.(f) facﬂltate effectwe linkages amnng stakeholders in Drder to
enhancé their collaboration for the orderly and balanced growﬂ1
of the seed sector; !

(g) assist government in creating favourable conditions for pnvate
mvestments in the seed sector; and

(h) serve as the highest lobby entity for 130110185 to support the :
development of the seed sector.



PART III — APPOINTMENT OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL AND OTHER STAFF
; ' | . Appointment of the
6. (1) The President shall appoint, on the recommendation of the Minister, a Director- Director-General,
General for the Council who shall be — 8

(a) the Chief Executive Officer of the Council; and

(b) responsible for the execution of the policies and running of the
affairs of the Council. '

.(2) The Director-General shall possess - professional qualifications and cognate
experience in seed science and technology. "

(3) The Director-General shall —

(a) hold office for a term of four years and may be reappointed for
- another term of four years and no more; and '

(b) pei‘form such other functiops as the Board may direct.

(4) I, for any reason, the Director-General is unable to perform his functions or carry
out his duties, or there exists a vacancy in the office of the Director-General, the
Board may - designate an employee of the Council, who is next in rank to the

* Director-General, to act as the Director-General during the period of his inability or
vacancy, until a substantive Director-General i appointed in accordance with the
provisions of this Act and the employee shall, while so acting, have all the powers
and perform all the functions of the Director-General, = - . "

7. (1) The Council may make staff regulations relating to — i AT o Appointment of other

_ 1 _ ) * gtaff andthei:pengiog.

(@) -the appointment, promotion, ternﬁination, “dismissal and

disciplinary control of the staff of the Council, as-contained in
the Scheme of Service of the Federal Civil Service; and :

(b) appeals by such staff against dismissal or other disciplinary
measures in.line with the regulation of the Federal Civil Service =
‘or any instrument relating to the conditions of service of the
officers of the Civil Service of the Federation applicable with
such modifications as may ‘be necessary fo the staff of fhe
Council., ! _ ' '

© ActNo. 4, 2014,

(2) Service in the Couneil is approved service for the purpose of the Pension Reform
Act. ' : ' ' '

(3) A staff of the Council may be appointed by way of transfer or secondment from any
Civil Service of the Federation, _ =

(4) Where any person is secorded under subsection (3), he shall be notified of TilBl
terms and conditions of the secondment, and secondment shall be without prejudice -

to any pension right which, but for the secondment, will accrue to him.



. (5) A person seconded under subsection (3) may elect to transfer his service to the Act No. 4, 2014,
Council in which case any preévious service shall be qualifying service as defined in
the Pension Reform Act.

8. (1) The Board shall appoint for the Council, a Secretary and Legal Adviser who shall be _gppoinfmcﬂ; of I
 alegal practitioner and must have been so qualified for a period of not less than 10 e @2 Feea
years.

(2) The Secretary and Legal Adviser shall —
(a) be the Secretary to the Board;

 (b) be réspansible for keeping the books and proper records of
proceedings and correspondences of the Board and the uplceep of
the records of the Councll

(c) administer and d1scharge all legal obligations of the Council;

(d) administer and dlscharge all insurance requirements of ’Lhe‘
Council; 5 :

(€) retain external legal services on behalf of the Council as he may
deem necessary or expedient; and

® perform such other functions as the Board or the Director-
- General, as the case may be, a551gn to hirm.

PART IV — APPOINTMENT AND FUNCTIONS OF SEED INSPECTORS

' . A-ppc'int.n'xcnt‘a.uﬁ“ -
9. (1) The Council shall appoint seed mspectors and dcﬁne the area within WhlGh they * functions of seed
may exercise jurisdiction. _ . 7 Inspectors.

(2) A Seed Inspéctor shall —
(a) take-samples of any ‘seed of any variety or hybrid from —

(i) any person selling seed or chspla.ymg such seed for the
- purpose of selling, . _

-(ii) any person who is in the course of convcymg, delivering
or prcparmg to deliver such seed to a purchaser or a
consignee, or

(iii)l a purchaécr or a consignee after delivery of such seed to

(b) end such sample to the seed a.nalyst for the area mthm which
such sample was taken for analyses



(c) enter and search any seed related premises including seed
distribution compound and buildings and seed deposit,
warehouses, .store rooms and storage areas in Whjch he has

~ reason to believe that an offence, as defined under this Act has
been or is being committed, and order in writing the person in
possession of any seed in respect of which the offences has .
been committed, not to dispose of any stock of such seed for a
specific period not exceeding thirty days;

(d) examine any record, register, document or any other material
object found in any premises pursuant to, paragraph (c) and.
seize the same if he has reason to believe that it may furnish
evidence of the commission of an offence punishable under
this Act; '

(e) undertake all inspection, including field iﬂspécﬁon, j;ecess_ary
- to implément and monitor seed production and certification;
and ' ' ' ' '

® giischa'rge such other duties as may be necessary to meet the
purpose of this Act or any regulation made under the Act. |

(3) For the performance of its functions, a seed inspector shall seek the cooperation of
seed operators. ' om0 ' :

(4) If the seed inspector has reason to believe that any of the provisibmé of this Act is
being violated, he shall request the operator to open up any container, package or
premises in which seed of any kind or variety is kept for sale. :

(5) If the seed operator mentioned in subsection (4) refuses to open the container,
package ot premises, the inspector may open the container, package or enter in the
premises, with the exception of dwelling places, when the inspector has reasonable
suspicion that the provisions of this Act are being violated.

(6) In a case where the inspector suspects that seeds are stored in a dwelling place in -
breach of this Act, he shall request a permit or warrant to undertake mspection
according to national legislation. '

(7) Where the seed inspector takes any action under subsections (4) and (5), he shall,
at the time when such action is being taken, prepare an inspection report and
obtain the required signatures on a memorandum to be prepared in the prescribed
form and manner and send it to the Council. ‘ '

PART V — SEED REGISTRATION AND RELEASE -

National seed catalogue.

10. (1) The Council shall regularly publish the National Seed Catalogue with a List of
released varieties that are eligible for certification in Nigeria: : ¢

(2) Only varieties that are registered and released are qualiﬁéd for the cerfification
programme in Nigeria pursuant to the criteria established in this Act. )



(3) Whenever necessary, the Council shall recommend an ypdate list of priority crop
seed to be introduced into, or removed from, the National Seed Catalogue.

(4) The proposed crop seeds; ‘once  registered and released, are eligible for
certification. . - :

(5) The Minister, onthe advice of the Council, shall approve the procedures for
registration of new varieties in the National Seed Catalogue, including accelerated
procedures for registration of varieties from similar agro-ecological zones with
proven adaptation and agronomic performances for the crop growing conditioris of
Nigeria. :

11. (1) For ‘the’ purposes of this Act, the Wcat African Catalogue of Plant Species and i ﬂcgﬁ:ﬂgm
Varieties shall serve as reference and complement to the National Seed Catalogue. S
" (2) Only varieties that are registered and released in the National Seed Catalo gig or'ifl
the West African Catalogue of Plant Species and Varieties are qualified for
certification programme in Nigeria, pursuant to the criteria established_in this Act,

12. The Council shall establish the Seed Registration and Release Subcommittee (in this S?IGC‘ fegliﬁfmﬁﬂﬂ _'s}ritld
" Actreferred to as “the Subcommittee”), to advise the Council on - ResoRs '. =

(a) the est'aﬁliéhment and update of the National Seed Catalo gus;

(b) the evaluation of information from National Performance Trials
from the compilations of independently conducted trials;

(¢) any matter for approval by the Council regarding the release |
and registration of varieties; and  * : '

(d) the implementation -of the Economic Community of West
African States (ECOWAS) West African Seed Catalogue.

13. (1) Prior to registration, new varieties for release in the domestic market shall undergg = Registration of varietie
: a multi-year and multi-location testing as set out in the variety release and Ea; niils;'ai::r }(1;,
registration. guidelines. : ' : . _ :

(2) Domestic varieties used in informal seed systems. are subj ect to registration and
description only prior to their release to-the market.

(3) Registered foreign-bred va‘rieﬁets.for réleaée on the domestic market shall undergo
a limited .multi-location verification trial as determined by the subcommittee in
accordance with its rules and procedures. : i

(4) In order to facilitate the releasé of new varieties on the domestic lmaﬂcet, the -
Minister, on the advice of the Subcommittee, may waive the testing requirements
for varieties falling under the subsection (1), if the variety is registered under a

regional variety release system.



(5) Genetically modified varieties are considered if they conform to the bio-safety
regulations of Nigeria, including the Cartagena Protocol, Montreal.

 14. Varieties for which either reproduced seed or produce shall be exported are not
 subject to variety release or registration requirements unless otherwise required by the
importing couniry, but are nonetheless subject to all controls under prevailing
phytosanitary bio-safety and other relevant legislation. :

PART VI— SEED CERTIFICATION AND OFFICIAL CONTROL

15. (1) The Council shall establish an official quality control and certification service, (in

this Act referred to as the "Official Certification Service") responsible for seed

certification and quality control. ll

= (2) The Official Certification Service shall approve a proéramme of seed certification

to certify that the seeds -
(a) are of aﬁ:cepta"c;le x{ari'etf or genetic purity;
(b) ;ﬁre in good physiological ‘and health conditions;- and
(c) meet the seed standards, as appropriate.

.. "~ (3) The Official Certification Service shall elaborate technical regulations includmg
seed certification standards approved by the Council. - '

(4) The Council may authorise private certification bodies to undertake quality control
and seed certification on behalf of, and under the supervision of the Council.

16. (1) The Council shall approve national standards for seed certification, includiﬁg
requirements, procedures and criteria for seed certification. '

(2) The national standards for: seed certification shall be in compliance with the
ECOWAS regulations and relevant international standards, and shall be published

as prescribed. : ;

17. (1) Only seeds of varieties listed in the National Seed Catalogue and.Weét African
Catalogue of Plant Species and Varieties are -eligible for multiplication under
_ccrtiﬁcation scheme, with a view to their being sold as seed.

(2) The characteristics of these “varieties shall conform to those of the samples
deposited at the time of registration in the National Seed Catalogue or the West
African Catalogue of Plant Species and Varieties and maintained under the
responsibility of the Subcommittee charged with registration in the catalogue.

2000.

Registration and release
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18. (1) The Council shall establish, by regulation, the seed categories recognised in Seed categories. .

Nigeria, including -

(@) bfeédér seed;



(b) foundation or inbred lines;
(c) certified seeds; or——

(d) equivalent nomenclature that follows regional or international
commitments and recommendations. -

(2) Certified seed may apply to several succéssivc_ generations.

(3) The last generation authorised by regulations shall not be used for the production
of certified seeds, unless otherwise provided in regulation. : :

(4) The Minister shall approve, by regulatidn, the categories of planting materials for
certification purposes.

-

19.(1) A person -shall not engage in seed production, processing, markeﬁng or Oblc'igatiec;:tto registera
 importation for commercial purposes unless the person is registered under this %P
Act. " :

(2) The Minister shall approve, by regulation, the procedure and ‘technical
requirements for registration of seed-related activities which are not seed
production. ' : .y

(3) This section does not apply to -

(a) a person growing and delivering seeds of any variety directly to
another person without monetary consideration - for use by that
other person for sowing on the latter's own farm; and

(b) small exchanges of seeds among small farmers.

" 20 (1) A person shall not produce any seed in commercial Quan’titi_es unless that person  Registrations of sged
"~ is registered as aseed producer by the Council. : produgess.

(2) Any person who want_s to producé seed in commercial quahﬁty shall apply to the
. Council - ' '

(a) for a licence as.a seed prbduc'er; and

(b) to enrol in the se_eti certification and programme or a different
quality assurance mechanisms approved under the law.

(3) Every application under subsection (1) shall be in such form and follow such
procedure as may be prescribed by the Council. ' ,

21. (1) The Council shall grant a licence as a seed producer for one or several :specie_s }’.rﬂcedure to ?i'ppbjf
listed in the National Seed Catalogue or West Africa Catalogue of Plant Species 1;:.;3;2;5 =
and Varieties. B . 1

(2) The Council may further grant a licence as a seed producer for unregistered or



obsolete species under official quality control under this Act.
(3) Licences are’ gi‘anted to producers who -

~ (a) submit an application as prescnbed and pay for the prescribed
fees before the start of the cropping season; and

(b) meet the requirements prescribed by regulation, including:
(i) the pledge to I;-)bscwe the technical regulations,
(ii) having sufficient land,
(iii) having sufficient qualified technical personnel,

(iv) havmg appropnatc facﬂmes and eqmpment for-the targeted
seeds and ;

™ collaborating with seed inspectors and gwmg them free
access to the crops. -

(4) The applicant shall- be notified of acceptance or rejection within a reasonable time
established by rcgulatlon ' o
(5) A Ticence for a seed producel shall have its Vahdlty as set out by the rcgulanon

(6) Thc Council shall suspend a hccncc, follomng wntten nonﬁcatmn.

(a) for non—observance of the technical reguiatwns approved uuder
this Act; or T

(b) if the operator is, sancnoned for fraud in the sale - of seed or a -
different 1nfmgement punishable without suspension.

(7) The Councﬂ sha.ll mthdraw a.hc'ence,- after-a written nonﬁcation, where the seed
producer -

_ (a)'has not been active for two consecutive years; - -

(b) commits an infringement pumshable by suspension within one-
‘year of the hftmg or previous suspension; and

(c) under suspension has not conformed to the prescribed
-requirements within 30 days of such suspension.

(8) In case of suspension or withdrawal undc_:_r this sactibn, the Council shall serve
notice of termination to the licence holder, including information on appeal
procedures and time period to-submit a new application. :

22. A registered seed operator shall only have access to appropriate early generation seed Ac‘;e'f-_s ]tD seed
. . : , i materials.



required for the production of seed class he has been authorised to produce.

23. The Minister may, on the advice of the Council, recognise any seed certification Recognition of foreig
agency established in any foreign country, provided that such agency implemeénts - z;ii;zg’ﬂcamﬂ.
rules and regulations that meet the requirements under this ‘Act and such recogmtlon
shall be published in the Federal Government Gazette

24. From the commencement of the Act, every company incorporated in Nigeria for the Iﬂ;emﬂ’ﬂs fo the seed
purposes of seed production shall enjoy such incentives as are granted by the Federal 2o
Government to an agricultural and seed enterprise..

PART VII — SEED PRODUCTION Am PROCESSING
* Conditions of
25. (1) A person licensed as a seed operator shall adherc to the produchon zones and production. ; .. .
" areas Iecommended by the breeder of a given Vﬁrlety | o e

e .J':-TF'.

(2) The seed field shall be accessable for mspecuon throughout the gromng o

(3) The number of vatiefies and categories authorlsed for multiphcatmn on the same
agricultural holding shall be de’termmed by the species and standard Iaxd down by
regulation, - | '

(4) The number of varieties shall not be limited- for testing stations or testing ﬁelds on
condmon that the isolation standards are obsex:ved :

(5) All seed operators and gmwers 'shall have’ documented evidence of the origin Of
the early generaﬁc}u seed procured for further multiplication, such as certification
label, invoice, delivery slip or any other smtable document.

J

26, (1) The Official Certification Service or approvled private certlficatlon body shall Control ofthe .
~ ascertain -that the “producer or seed grower uses appropnate certified early Production.
generatlon seed, unless otherwise provided in the Act. -

(2) The control by the Official Certification Scrvwe ‘or approved private certLﬂcanon'_ _
‘body shall occur-at all stages of the process from production, processmg, ,
packagm.g storage transport, ma:kenng to use of the seeds -

(3) Before the begmmng of each certlﬁcauon season, a person who want to enro] in
official quality assurance shall send prior. nohﬁcation of sowing to the Official
Certification Service or approved private cert]ﬁcatmn body within a reasonable
period of time.

(4) Any subsequent mod1ﬁcat10n to the nouﬁcahon of sowing shall be reported
immediately to the quality control and Official Certification Semce or any other
approved private certification body. p ;

(5) A seed plot may be abandoned for climate or ‘fcchmcal reasons at any stage of the
vegetative process and the producer shall infort the Official Cemﬁcatlon Service -
or approved private certification body | :



27. (1) A seed producer shall not conciude a multiplication contract with several Egggfcllwamﬂ on
producers, unless the Official Certification Service or approved private certification ‘
" body so authorises, where the contract with several producers does not cause
prejudice to any one of them.

(2) The multiplicaﬁoﬁ. contract agreed between the seed producer and one or several
seed producers includes - .

(a) a commitment of the seed producer to respect existing
regulations to allow the control agents to inspect his crops and to

ensure appropriate crop isolation distances in nelghbourmg seed
Ccrops; :

(b) a commitment of the operator to provide the seed producer with
 dll necessary technical instructions and to deliver the appropnate '
early generation seeds in good time; and

(©) provi‘sions that specify the details of both parties, the method
for price determination and delivery, and clauses addressing
_ potential I‘lSk in production.

28. (1) The Ofﬁcial Cernﬁcatmn Service or approved prwate certification body shall Inspections.

designate seed inspectors to carry out control of licensed seed producers and -
lmplement seed certification programmes.

(2) Seed inspectors shall caHy out ﬁeld visits and produce a field inspection report at
each visit, ' EE

(3) Field inspeétions and controls shall verify that the seed field meets the -

(a) standards for variety punty, physzcal purity, weeds and health
| status, and

(b) number of inspections. and procedures of contro] eatabhshed - 4 . B
per crop and area by rcgulatmn : :

) Inspectmns shall be orgamsed by seed lots constituted and 1dcnt1ﬁed as pwscnbcd
by regulation.

(5) Inspections shall take place in thc presence of the seed grower or an authorised

representative of the producer and shall result in an mspectmn report on the
~ observed condition of the seed plots.

(6) The report shall contain, among others, technical recommendatzons or mstructlons
reflecting the seed plots.

(7) Any producer accepted for cont:rol may install an mtemal crop control structure
employing qualxﬁed seed technicians.



(8) Inspectors may reject a crop after verification that the technical recommendations
or instructions given at previous visits have not been observed.

©) Rejections shall be notified to the seed grower or producer as soon as possible in a
justified report. :

29. (1) A seed sampling shall be done in accordance with the international reference Sﬂfrilplfng and [aborz
standards and packaged in packets bearing the information detailed by regulation, Vst

(2) All seed lots submitted for certification shall be analysed by a seed analyst or in a
seed laboratory designated by the Council.

| (3) Seed analysis shall focus on -
(a) analytical purity;
(b).watcrlcontenlt; B
(c) germination test;
(d) heaith test; and
(¢) variety purity., | . _
30. (1) There shall be a Central Seed Testing Laboratory (ii'l this Act réferred to as "the Seed labﬂ.fﬂtgr)’-' |
S?Z?i C?%fboratgry") designat_e_d by t]‘ile lM_iniste_r_ on .the .r_ecomcnda_tion of the

(2) The Seed L'abor'a’éorf shall.accredit, supervise and provide technical support to
regional and other seed testing laboratories and bring seed testing services in line

. with international standards.

31. (1) Seeds presented for certiﬁcation shall be conditioned in a seed conditioning Seed packaging and -
facility approved by the Council as prescribed.  labelling,

(2) Seeds shall be pa'ckag_ed‘in materials authorised by the .C.ouncjil._
(3) Packages of certified seeds shall be labelled as prescribed, including - -
(a) the name and address of the producer or dish'ibutof;l
(b) the logo or trade name, where this exists;
(c) the name of the Spcgﬁiesl and the variety as listed in the National
Seed Catalogue or the West African Catalogue of Plant Species
-and Varieties; ; -
(d) the category, generation and cycle of production;

(e the het weight;



(f) the certification label;
(p) the name of the product used for treatment; and
(h) any other mfomahon p1esor1bed in the re gulatlon

(4) Division and repackagmg of packaged and labelled seed lots shall be done in the

presence of an agent of the ‘Official Certification Service or approved private -

certification body.

(5) The new labels shall bear the same particulars as the original labels with an
additional annotation of repaokaging.

« 83 (1) In addmon to the labellmg reqmemnm under section 31, certified seeds shall not
: be placed in the market unless they arc labelled with a certification label issued by '
the Official Certification Service or approved private certification body.
(2) Certification labels shall corﬁpiy mth the regional and international sjcan'dards._-‘
33. (1) Seed storage and transport faci_lit.ies shall be -

(a) maintained with the appropna‘fe temperature and humidity
levels and .

('b) clean, well aeratcd and Iegularly disinfected for proper seed
conservauon

(2) The Council shall approve by regulahon detailed requuements for seed storage
and dlstnbutlon, . , X

(3) The Council shall approve the procedures and reqmrements for post—certlﬁcatlon
control, mcludlng seed pro cessmg marketing. i

Certification of '
labelling.

Seed storage and po
certification control.

34 (1) The Council may revoke any certlﬁcatlon granted under this Act if it is’ satxsﬁed Revocation of

that the certification was obtained by nusrepresentation, or that the holder of the

certification has contravened any of the provisions of this Act or any regulation:
rnade under this Act.

[2) The Council shall, before I'CVOICUIU any certlﬁcatlon give due notice to the
aggrieved seed operator.

(3) A person who is aggrieved by a decision of the Council under subsection (1) may

appeal to the Minister w11‘hm 30 days from the date on which the decision was
communicated to him:

Provided th'at the Mlmstef may eﬁtertam an appeal at the expﬁatlon of the period of
30 days if the Minister is satisfied that the appellant was prevented by sufficient

cause from filing the appeal in time.

certification. -



(4) On recelpt of an appeal ynder subsection (3) the Minister shall, after giving the
- appellant an opportunity of being heald, dispose of the appeal expeditiously.

35. (1) A seed of reglstercd varieties from the informal seed sector is exempted from the
compulsory certification requirements established under this Act, unless such is
commereialised, at which time it shall be subject to the quality control procedures
approved under this Act.

(2) For registered varieties for which there is no seed certification standard, the
Minister may, on the advice of the Council, approve specific quality control
procedures including - , _

(2) minimum limits for 'g'ermi_nation, physical purity, sanitary
conditions and other requirements, as appropriate; and

(b) the form a11d content of tags and labcls to be afﬁxed to such : s et

anl

secd lots

“n

(3) For un.teglstered or obsolete varieties, the Minister may, on the advlcc of thc '

Council, approve standards on quahty control which includes -

I, (@ minimum’ limits for germination, physical purity, sanitary
conditions and moisture content, as appropriate; and

(b) the form and content of labels or tags to be affixed to such seed
lots. ' ' :

(4) The Council shall approve policy measures and progiammes to support the
progressive enrolment of seed producers in certification programmes or other
quality controI programimes a.nd capacity bulldmg in the informal seed sector.

36. (1) A person shall not, for Lhe purpose of sowing or planting by any other persen
(including himself), export or import or cause be exported or imported any scad or
hybrid w1thout a wntteu authorisation from the Council and -

(a) any seed for import shall meet the standards approved by the
Council, . mcludmg the prescnbed limited test, evaluatlon or
muln-locatlonal trials;

(b) with the exccption of seed from ECOWAS ‘members States,
any imported seed for marketmg in Nigeria shall be officially

- released by the Council upon the approval of Crop Variety
Reglstratlon and Release Sub-Committee; and

© any seed -for export shall be certlﬁed and comply with all
necessary phytosamtazy requirements.

) A person mtendmg to import, for commercial or research purposes seed of a
genetically modified variety shall comply with the bio-safety regtﬂatmns of

Nigeria and notify the Couneil prior to the importation.

Informal seeds.

=i grngde

Seed import and expo



37. (1) A person may apply to the Council for a permit to import or export seeds *:}fpéifi?";n?;m, v
provided that the person - e sci’ds,: g ;

(a) submits an application on the prescribed forms and follow the
prescribed procedures, including payment of fees when
applicable; and

~ (b) complies with the phytosanitary, bio-safety and other
requirements in the natlonal legislation.

(2) The Council shall send a copy of such apphcatmn to the Nigerian Agricultural
Quarantine Sewice.

(3) All seed samples meant for research purposes and seeds intended for export from,
or import into, Nigeria shall carry the HCBBSSEI'}’ phytosamtary ccmﬁcates and
Vlabxhty test results. : .

(4) A seed shall not be u'nported unless it is certified by the ofﬁclai seed-certifying
agency of the exporting country, except for research purposes or unless otherWISe
prescnbed in the regulation.

PART VIII — SUPP ORT TO PLANT VARIETY DEVELOPMENT AND PLANT
BREEDERS' RIGHTS

; .. Support te rgscarch
38. The Council shall — - plant varieties.

(a) participate in the registration of new crop varieties as provided
“for in the national Iegislaﬂon and

(b) approve and implement programmes and measures designed to
promote genetic improvement of plant varieties and the
protection of breedcrs nghts

39. (1) Plant breeders rights shall be granted in respect of registered nev;r'plaut varietigs FProtection of breede
as specified in an Act of the Natmnal Assembly on plant vanety protection. TS,

(2) The Act on plant varlety protectlon mentioned under subsection (1) shall regulate
the - -

(@) reglstration of new plant vanetles agamst mtemahonally
recognised criteria;

(b) protectlcn of plant breeders' rights; and
(c) maintenance and upda’:e of the National Varietal Catalogue

--40. (1) The Mmstcr ‘shall pmmoic pOllCICS and strategies to foster rcglmauon of ne:w Temporary measurt
plant varieties and protection of farmers’ nghts PRI RN rig



(2) Subject to the provisions of relevant Acts of the National Assembly, the Minister
shall approve and implement measures to facilitate the protection of farmers'.
rights 1o save, use exchange and sell farm saved seed Sub_]ect to restrictions
specxﬁed in the Ie gulations, including the -

(a) protection of their traditional lmoWledge relevant to plant
genetic resources;

(b) right to equitably share in the bcneﬁts arising from the use of
plant genetic resources; and

(e) right to participate in decision-making on matters related to the
conservatmn and sustainable use of plant genetlc TeSOUrCes.

PART IX— INFRINGEB'IENTL S.AND OFFEN CES

& 41 “(1) A person Who contravenes thc prowsmns of this Actor any regulation made Under‘ Offances.
it commits an offence.

(2) The following acts constitute a brcach of the prowsmns of this Act aud its enabling
regulations - -

(a) prevention of a seed inspector from taking sample under this
Act;

(b) prevention of a seed inspector from exercising. any other power
conferred on him under this Act;

(©) produchon and markehng of seed WlthO'lJ.t hcence by the
Council;

(d) marketing of seed without accreditation;

(¢) misleading information on seed labelling, wilful mc-riiﬁcanon Sen
or alteration of labelling and the use of any tnckery to rmslead ¥
Lthd parties as to the quality of the seeds i, :

(f) distribution ﬁom animal or human consumption of seeds treated
with substances dangerous to human or animal heqlth and unﬁt
for consumption; '

(g) failure to keep proper records and documents as laid down
under section 9 (2) of this Act;

(h) import or export of conventional and geneﬁcally modified crop
seeds violation or applicable declaration;
) obstmchon of official mspcctmn or control activities;

(j) non-compliance W1th the condition of admission for control;
and :



(k) fraud or attempted fraud in the utilisation or marketing of
seeds. ' ' ' '

42.(1) A person who commit an offence under: this Act is liable upon conviction -

(a) as a first offender, to imprisonment for a term not exceeding
one year or a fine not exceeding 3¥1,000,000; and

(b) in the event of such person having been previously convicted
under this section, he is liable to imprisonment for a term not
exceeding two years or a fine of 82,000,000 or both.

(2) Whete a person has been convicted under this Act, the seed in respect of which the

contravention occurred may be forfeited to the Federal Government.

(3) Where an offence under this Act is committed by a company, any officer who, at
the time the offence was committed, was in charge of the conduct of the business
of the company, as well as the company, is deemed to be guilty and liable:

Provided that nothing contained in this subsection shall render such peréon liable to

any punishment under this Act if he proves that the offerice was committed without

his knowledge or that he exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission of the :

. offence.

(4) Where an offence under this Act is -cémmi_tted by a company with the consent or
connivance of, or is attributable to any neglect on -the part of any. director,
anager, secretary or officer of the company, such director, manager, secretary, or

- officer is deemed to have coimmitted the offence and is liable, b -

43. (1) A person who is aggrieved by a decision of the Council under this Act may appeal
to the Minister withini 30 days from.the date in which the decision was
communicated to him, i

-(2) The Minister may entertain an appeal at the expiration of the period of 30 days if

- the Ministers satisfied that the appellant was prevented, by sufficient cause, from
filing the appeal in time. & -

44. (1) A-suif shall not be commenced against the Council before the expiration of a.

period of one month, after written notice of intention to commence the suit shall

_have been served on the Council by the intending plaintiff or his representative,
and the notice shall clearly state the — - - W ' L

(a) cause of action; - -
(b) particulars of the claim:
(¢) name and place of abode of the infeﬁding plaintiff; and

(d) Ieh'_ef whjch he claims, :

Penalties.

Appeals,

w.



(2) The notice referred to in subsection (1) of this section and any summons, notice or
other document required or authorised to be served on the Council under the
provisions of this Act or any other enactment or law may be served by —

: () delivering same to thc ofﬁce of the Director-General; or

(b) sending it by reglstered posteaddressed to the Director-General
at the Head Office of the Council.

PART X — ESTABLISHMENT OF THE FUND OF NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL
SEED COUNCIL

45. (1) The Council shall establish a fund from which shall be defrayed all expendimre Fuad-ofthe Comnell,
ulcuned by the Council. ; "

(2) There shall be paid and credited to the Fund estabhshed under subsection ( l) o
(a) initial take-off grant by the Government; |

(b) such money as may be prowded to the Council by the yearly
budgetary allocation approved by the National Assembly,

(c) such money as may be granted or received from -
(i) the private sector, and

(11) non-govemmental orgamsetmns natmnal or international,
and; g

(d) such sum as may be approved by the Premdent from Natural
Resources Fund; !

() such money as may be granted to the Council by the Federal
- Government, a State or Local Government Counc:1l

(£ all interest receipt in respect of monies invested by the Council
.including revenue earned from its various activities;

9] money collected fmm fees, controls, inspections and permits
issued by the Council under this Act; and

(h) all other agsets ecetf'uing to the. Coun‘cil -

(3) The Board shall make rules for the management of the Fund under subsectwn (1)
. and such rules shall, in particular, contain provisions - :

(a) specifying the manner in which the assets or the Fund are to be
held, and regulating the rnakmg of ‘payments mio and out of thc
Fund



(b) requiring the keeping of proper accounts and records for the
purposes of the Fund in such form as may be specified i in the
rules;

(c) ensurmg that the accounts are audited periodically by the
auditor appointed from a list and in accordance with guidelines
supplied by the Auditor-General for the Federation; and

(d) requiring copies of the accounts and auditor's report 1o be
furnished to the Minister. -

(4) The Council may, with the approval of the Board, bortow by way of
overdraft or otherwise such sums as it may rcquue for the performance of
its functions under this Act.

PART XI— ESTABLISHMENT OF DEPARTMENTS AND ZONES

o . : Establishment of
46. (1) There are established for the Conneil — = - ' : * - department and zones.

(a) the Seed Industry Development Technical Support and
Commercml Serwces Department;

(b) the Seed Coordmatlon and Management Servlces Department

(¢) the Seed Cert:tﬁcahon Quality Cent:rol,- -Crops Seed
Reg15:trat10n and Release Depa.rtrnent

(d) the Seed Information Data Management and Capa01ty Buddmg
Department -

(¢) the Seeds Inspectorate Services Department;

(f)-ﬂi_e Admﬁzﬂstration and Finance Department; and

(g) such other depamnents or bodies as.the Board may deem -
expedient for effective ‘performance of the functions of the

Council under t]:us Act.

(2) Each of the Department referred to under subsection (1) shall be headed by an.
officer not below the rank ofa DLrector

47. (1) The Council shall have six Operatmg Zones and six Zonal Oﬂ:ices as hsted in the Zonal offices
Second Schedule to this Act. _ Second Schedule.

(2) Bach Zonal Office shall be headed by a Director or Deputy Dlrector and have such
numbers of professional staff the Council may deem necessary ;

48. The Council shall maintain a reg15ter of persons licensed to engage in seed produotmn Register.
and marketmg under the following ¢lassification - '



(a) seed production company;
(b) seed enterprises production on contract for seed company;

(c) breeder seed production agency including research institutes
(both public and private);

(d) foundation seed grower (research institutes and private);
(¢) enterprise or seed processor; and '
(f) seed dealer whether as wholesaler or retailer.

I,I '49. (1) Any person who sells, keeps for sale, barters or otherwise supplies any seed of
any variety or hybrid shall apply to the Council for grant of certification for the
© purpose. - _ i " :

(2).Every application under subsection (1) shall be in such form and contain such
particulars and fees as may be prescribed by the Council. O

(3) On the rpceipf of an application for the grant of certification, the Council may,
after making such enquiry as it deems fit and after satisfying itself that the seed to
which the application relates is a progeny of a pedigree seed and conforms to the
field and secd standard for that seed under this Act, grant a certificate in such form
and on such conditions as may be prescribed. .

* PART X1l — POWER TO PROSECUTE

50. Subject to the provisions of scr:;tion'174 of the 1999 Constitution of the Federal -

- Republic of Nigetia, the Council may, with the consent of the Attorney-General of the
Federation, conduct criminal proceeding in respect of offences under this Act.

. PART XIIT — MISCELLANEOUS

- 51. (1) The Council may make regulations to attain the purposes of this_'_Act and, in
particular, such regulations may provide for the— '

(a) fnctions of the Central Seed Testing Laboratory;
(b) certification of seeds;

(cj manner of marking or labelling the container of seed of any
nofified kind, hybrid or variety under section 31 of this Act;

(d) requirements to be complied with by persons carrying on the
 business referred to in sections 31 and 32 of this Act; -

(¢) form of application for the grant of the certificates under
- sections 28,29,30,31 and 32 of this Act, the particulars i‘; may

Issuance of certificatior

Power to prosecute.

Power to make
regulations.



contain, the fees which may accompany it, the certificate and
the conditions for granting the certificate;

(f) form and manner in which the fee on payment of which an
appedl may be preferred under section 15 (3) of this Act and
the procedure to be followed by the Minister in disposing of
the appeal;

(g) qualifications and duties of seed analyst and seed inspectors;

(h) establishment of intellectual property rights policy and
guidelines; and '

(i) formulation of policy, IEguiation and guidelines on genetically
modified crop seeds introduction, domestication, confinement
and use. : e '

(2) Any regulation made under subsection (1) shall be published in the Federal

Government Gazette.

52. The National A'gri'c:uinzral Seeds Act, Cap. N5, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, -

.. 2004 is repealed.

53. (1) Any approval granted under the repealed Act shall continue to be in fqrce',
notwithstanding the repeal. : - ' :

Repeal of Cap. N5,
LFN, 2004.

Savings and transition.

(2) The Council is subject to all obligations and liabilities to which it was immediately R

before the commencement of this Act, and all other persons shall, as from the

commencement of this Act, have the same powers rights and remedies as they had
under the repealed Act. ' ; :

54, InthisAct- . . Rl I T B

~ "agricultural seeds” includes cereals, legumes, oil seed, grass, fibre, root, tuber, tree or
any other kind of crop seed or seedling: commonly recognised within Nigeria as
agricultural seed, lawn seed, vegetable seed, forestry seed and seedlings, conventional or
genetically modified seeds, horticultural seeds and seedlings, ornamental seeds, seed
misxctures and all planting materials as the Minister may designate; ' -

4 LR

"container” means a box, casket, tin, barrel, tank, receptacle sack, bag, wrapper or ofhe;
thing in which any article or thing is placed or packed; :

"Council" meéans the National Agricultural :S_eeds Couﬁcil established under section 1 (1)

of this Act;

"Departments' means the Departments established under sccﬁpq 46 (1) \of this Act;

"certified seed" means any prescribed seed that is certified under the provisions of this

Interpretation,



"export” means taking out of Nigeria to a place outside Nigeria;

- "Government" means the Federal Government of Nigeria;

"labelling" means any label or other written, printed or graphical representation, in any
form, accompanying and pertaining fo seed, whether in bulk or in container;

"import" means bringing into Nigeria from a place outside Nigeria;

"Ninister" means the Minister charged with the respoﬁsibili’cy for agricultural
" development and other related matters;

"notified kind or variety", in relation to any seed, means any kind of seed or variety
notified under this Act; : :

"seed jmporter” means any person who, either exclusively or in conjunction with any
 other trade or business, imports seeds into Nigeria for resale; !

"seed inspector" means the person appointed as seréd-inspector under section 9 (1) of this
Act; 5 . . _ :

“seed laboratory" means the Central Seed Testing Laboratory designated as such under -

section 30 (1) of this Act;

‘seed operator” means.a person who produces and market seeds and is licenced by the.

Council;

"seed producer” means any person who either exclusively or in conjunction with any

other trade or business, produces seeds for sale;

nseed seller” means any person who, either exclusively or in conjunction with any other
person, trade or business, sells seeds for growing to Nigerian farmers; -

nsell" includes. to exchange or to offer, advertise, keep, expose, fransmit, convey oI
deliver in pursuance of a sale, exchange or barter; :

"v'ariéty"‘ means a sub-division of any crop species which can be differentiated from other - -

" sub-division of that kind of growth, plant; fruit or other characteristics and. any uniform

- group which can be a first generation hybrid or a plant population reconstituted on each

occasion by crossing two or more breeding stock maintained by inbreeding or population

maintained; and

nweed seed" includes the seed of all plants included as weeds in the Seed Regulations or
commonly recognised as weeds in Nigeria. -

55. This Act may be cited as the National Agricultural Seeds Council Act, 2.019.

Citation.



Schedules
First Schedule ' Section 2 (13)
SUPPLEMBNTARY PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE COUNCIL
Pro'cgedz'ngs of the Board

. Subject to seetion 2 (13) of this Act and section 27 of the Interpretation Act, the Board

may make standing orders regulating its proceedings or those of any of its committees.

g Tﬁe Quo_rum of the Board shall be seven and the quorum of any committee of the Board
shall be determined by the Board. :

3. At any time while the office of the Chairman is vacant or the Chairman, in the opinion
of the Board, is temporarily or permanently unable t6 perform the functions of his
- office, the Vice-Chairman shall perform the functions of the Chairman.

. (1) Subject to the provisions of @y applicable standing order, the Board shall meet
quarterly and whenever summoned by the Chairman, but if the Chairman is
‘réquired to do so by motice given to him by at least six other members, he shall -
summon a meeting.of the Board to be held within 21 days from the date on which

the notice is given. . ' : : “

- (2) Whete the Board wishes to obtain the advice of any person on a particular matter,
the Board may co-opt him as a member for such period as it deems fit, but a person

who -is not member by virtue of this subparagraph is not entitled to. vote in-such™ - -

meeting and shall not count towards quorum. =

. (1) The Board may set-up one or more coramittees to-perform, on behalf of the Board; -
such functions as the Board may determine. : _ t = - e
- (2) A committee sét up under this paragraph shall consist of the number of persons
~ determined by the Board and not more than one-third of those persons may be
persons who are not members of the Board, and a’person other than a member of
‘the Board shall hold office on the committee in-accordance with the terms of the ..
instrurhent by-which he is appointed. ~ _: ' - ' - .

(3) A decision of a committee or the Board is of no effect until the Board Iratiﬁes it.

. (1) The fixing of the seal of the ‘Board shall be authenticated by the signature of the
Chairman or another member authorised generally or specifically by the Board to
act for that purpose. ' : '

(2) A contract or instrument, which if made or executed by a person not being a body
corporate, would not be required to be under seal, may be made or executed om
behalf of the Board by any person generally or specifically authorised to act for that
purpose. CEW R =, e 8 ;
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Second Schedule - Section 47 (1)
OPERATING ZONES

1. Nor th—Ccntral Zone, comprlsmg the Fedetal Capital Territory Abuja, Benue, Kwara,
Nassarawa, Kogi, Niger and Plateau States with the Secretariat in Jos, Plateau State.

2. North-Eastern Zone, compnsmg Adamawa Bauchi, Gornbe, Borno, Taraba and Yobe
States with Secretanat in Gombe, Gombe State. '

3. South-Eastern Zone, comprising Abja, Ebonyi, Anambra, Enugu and Imo States with
Secretariat in Umudilee. Abia State.

4, South-Western Zone, compusmg Lagos, Ekiti, Ogun ,0Ondo, Osun and Oyo States wiﬂl
Secretariat in Ibadan, Oyo State. ; ' o

5. North-Western Zone, comprlsmg J1gawa, Kaduna Zamfara Katsma Kebbi Kano and
Sokoto States with Secretariat in Zaria, Kadunu State.

6. South-South Zone compnsmg Akwa Ibom, Bayelsa Cross Rwer Delta, Edo and
Rivers States with Secretariat in Asaba, Delta State. .



I, CERTIFY, IN ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 2 (I) OF THE ACTS
AUTHENTICATION ACT CAP. A2, LAWS OF THE FEDERATION OF NIGERIA 2004,
THAT THIS IS A TRUE COPY OF THIS BILL PASSED BY BOTH HOUSES OF THE

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY.

(VI D ATABA SANI-OMOLORI
CLERK TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MDA‘Y OF MAY, 2019



Scheduie to the National Agricultural Seeds Coumnca Bil, 2ULY

SHORT TITLE OF | LONG TITLE OF THE BILL

~SUMMARY, OF THE CONTENES. | DATE PASSED BY [ DATE PASSED BY

Seeds Council Bill, | Agricultural Seeds Act, Cap. N5,
2018.... . | Laws of the .Federation of Nigeria;-

e 12004 and. enact- the National.
Agricultural  Seeds  Council to
promote  and  stimulate  the
‘development of dependable seed:
industry, regulate .and control the
registration . of released varieties,
protect the farmers from the sales of
poor quelity seeds, facilitate the
production -and marketing of high
quality seeds in Nigeria and provide
legal backing for -official testing
‘certification, sales, importation,
exportation and use of seed; and for
related matiers. :

| This Act also, promotes greater private

"THE BILL OF THE BILL 'THE SENATE THE HOUSE OF
EE IS I REPRESENTATIVE
National Agricultural | An Act to repeal the National | This. Bill - repeals the National 17 April, 2019- IS December, 2018

Agricultural Seeds Act, Cap. ‘N5, Laws
.of the Federation of Nigeria, 2004-and
establishes the National ~Agricultural
‘Seeds Council to promote and stimulate |
the development of dependable seed
industry, regulate and control the
registration of released varieties,
protect the farmers from the sales of
poor quality seeds, facilitate  the
production, and marketing of  high
‘quality seeds in Nigeria, and provide
‘legal backing for official testing
_certification,  sales,  importation,
exportation and use of seed.

sector participation in the seed
subsector in line with the. current
agricultural seed policy globalisation

and export trade promotion.

I certify that this Bill has been carefully compared by -me with

the decision reached by the National Assembly and found by me to be true and correct

decision of the Houses and is in accordance with the provisions of the Acts Authentication Act-Cap. A2, Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, 2004.
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