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Herewith, is a delineation of a substantial background to the 

process of adopting the UNSCR 2250 for the implementation of 

the Nigerian Youth Peace and Security National Action Plan; 

the document is hoped to be adopted by the 36 States of the 

federation and the FCT. Submissions according to the six pillars 

In most conict situations around the world, the youths are 

always considered the perpetrators as well as victims. They are 

either active in the frontline or they are at the receiving end of 

the aftermath of war. Owing to this, the UNSCR 2250 resolution 

became necessary for countries all over the world to adopt 

and provide spaces for youth to contribute to the entire efforts 

of preventing violence and ensuring sustainable peace in 

communities globally. Nigeria, which is also a member of the 

global community and a UN member-state thought it 

necessary to work together with other peace seeking nations of 

the world by adopting the UNSCR 2250 and domesticating all its 

tenets through a Youth Peace and Security (YPS) National 

Action Plan (NAP). 

PREFACE
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Major stakeholders responsible for driving the implementation 

of the action plan are outlined while the implementation 

strategy extensively discussed considering outputs based on 

the pillars, priority activities to be carried out throughout the 

implementation period, key performance indicators to 

measure the expected outcomes derived from the strategic 

objectives, while the lead and other actors involved in the YPS 

presented in the UNSCR 2250 from the several consultations 

both locally, regionally, and nationally are documented to 

suggest the directions and dimensions the YPS NAP will take 

during implementation. Leveraging on the energy deployed 

by the youth during the recent EndSARS protest all over the 

country, it becomes necessary that the youths, through the YPS 

NAP are empowered to actively participate in peacebuilding 

and nation-building. The YPS National Action Plan is a pilot 

programme which will span for three years, that is, 2021 to 2024 

af ter  which i t  can be rev iewed.  Mid-way into i t s 

implementation, there will be a review of the entire action plan 

to ascertain the level of progress made so far. 
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National Action Plan are reected. As a work-in-progress 

document, the National Action Plan on Youth, Peace and 

Security is the rst of its kind in the continent, seeking the support 

of all stakeholders locally and internationally for its 

implementation. 
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Youth are one of the most important segments of any society, 

and are, signicantly, the largest percentage of any country's 

workforce and most active population across the globe. The 

Nigeria's Youth too are not only vibrant and energetic but play 

key role in our national development efforts such that we 

cannot allow their energies and innovations to rust away. 

Unfortunately, many dwell more on their ip side: always 

associated with vices such as: restiveness, violence, crimes, 

insecurity, etc. Their vulnerability, therefore, placed them in a 

vantage position as both victims and perpetrators of these 

vices. 

The AU Charter (2006), identifying the roles of youth in Peace 

and Security, therefore calls for youth participation in the 

promotion of sustainable peace and security in Africa. 

Furthermore, the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) at its 

rd
73  meeting on 9 December, 2015 adopted United Nation 

Security Council Resolution (UNSCR) 2250, which recognizes the 

need for youth to be actively engaged in ensuring peace as 

well as contributing to justice and reconciliation. This is the rst 

international legal and political framework to recognize the 

FOREWORD
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impact of armed conicts on youth as well as their role in peace 

and security. This implies that with inclusive policies in place, the 

large youth population can present a unique demographic 

dividend, capable of contributing to lasting peace and 

economic prosperity. Noting this reality, the Council urged   

Member States to domesticate the resolution by engaging 

communities, non-governmental organizations and other 

relevant stakeholders to develop strategies to counter violent 

extremist ideas and terrorism. Furthermore, Member States are 

implored to increase youth representation in decision-making 

at all levels, as a way of addressing the threat to stability and 

development posed by the rise in radicalization among young 

people. 

In Nigeria, to fully embrace and domesticate UNSCR 2250, a 

Youth, Peace and Security (YPS), National Action Plan (NAP) is 

required to spell out the mechanisms for meaningful 

participation of young people in maintaining peace and 

security. The YPS NAP is to identify roles expected of relevant 

stakeholders such as: Ministries, Departments and Agencies 

(MDAs), Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) and private 

organizations, concerned with peace, security and 
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development. The YPS NAP is designed to complement existing 

national, regional and international policy initiatives, and to 

reect Nigeria's commitment to ensuring the meaningful 

engagement of youth in conict prevention, post-conict and 

peace building efforts. The YPS NAP is also intended to serve as 

a useful guide to Federal, State and Local Governments, as well 

as other non-governmental stakeholders, to ensure that their 

various programmes address youth needs in all the pillars of 

UNSCR 2250, which are: Participation, Protection, Prevention, 

Partnership, Disengagement and Reintegration.

Since 2016, the collaboration between the Federal Ministry of 

Youth and Sports Development (FMYSD), Institute for Peace and 

Conict Resolution (IPCR), Centre for Sustainable Development 

and Education in Afr ica (CSDEA),  Voluntary Youth 

Organizations (VYOs) and other Civil Society Organizations 

(CSOs) embarked on series of rigorous meetings, conferences 

and consultations with several other stakeholders at 

communities, states and national levels, to harvest their inputs 

thwhich was validated and later afrmed on 27  August, 2021, 
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leading to the development of the YPS NAP document. The YPS 

stNAP was eventually launched on 1  November, 2021, during the 

National Youth Day celebration, by President Muhammadu 

Buhari (GCFR).

  

The successful launch of YPS NAP is another milestone in Nigeria, 

particularly as it relates to youth involvement in maintaining 

peace and security. At this juncture, all hands must be on deck 

to ensure full implementation of the National Action Plan on YPS, 

for the transformation of Nigeria into a stable, peaceful, virile, 

economically prosperous and developed country.

The implementation strategies are well spelt out in the 

document, and the exercise is expected to cut across all the 

774 Local Government areas of the country in phases, starting 

with pilot states, one each from the six geo-political zones.

Mr. Sunday Dare
Honourable Minister
Federal Ministry of Youth and Sports 
Development
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Many youth in conict zones grow up in a context where they 

inherit prejudice and hate from their experience of violent 

conict. For many, the negative experiences leave them 

traumatized and damaged for life. The longer society ignores 

the needs of the youth, the deeper the hatred and greater the 

chance for conict to continue. Increased interactions with the 

youth will help them change their mindsets, for just as they can 

be easily molded towards violence, so can they be molded 

towards peace. With this in mind, the Authority of the Economic 

Community of West African States (ECOWAS) adopted the 

th
ECOWAS Youth Policy on 19  January 2005. The ECOWAS Youth 

Policy was built upon by the Africa Youth Charter (AYC), which 

was adopted by the Assembly of African Union (AU) Heads of 

States and Governments in July 2006. The AYC, which denes 

youth as persons between 15 and 35 years, recognizes the roles 

of youth in Peace and Security; with Article 17 calling for their 

participation in the promotion of sustainable peace and 

security in Africa. Similarly, the United Nations Security Council 

INTRODUCTION
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Through the unanimous adoption of resolution 2250 (2015), 

which dened youth as persons aged 18 through 29, the 

Council urged Member States to engage local communities 

and non-governmental actors “in developing strategies to 

counter the violent extremist narrative that can incite terrorist 

acts.”  They were also encouraged to address conditions 

conducive to the spread of violence by empowering youth, 

families, women, religious, cultural and education leaders and 

other concerned groups in civil society, and by adopting 

(UNSC), at its 7573rd meeting, on 9 December 2015 adopted 

UNSCR 2250. The resolution recognizes that youth should 

actively be engaged in shaping lasting peace and 

contributing to justice and reconciliation, and that a large 

youth population presents a unique demographic dividend 

that can contribute to lasting peace and economic prosperity 

if inclusive policies are put in place. The resolution provided the 

rst international legal and political framework recognizing the 

impact of armed conicts on youth as well as the role of youth 

in peace and security (UNSCR Report 2250, 2015).
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“tailored approaches” to counter recruitment to violent 

extremism. UNSCR 2250 urged Member States to increase 

representation of youth in decision-making at all levels. 

Recognizing the threat to stability and development posed by 

the rise of radicalization among young people, the UNSCR 

urged Member States to consider ways to give youth a greater 

voice in decision-making at the local, national, regional and 

international levels.

The YPS resolution follows on the heels of the World Programme 

of Action for Youth, the Guiding Principles on Young People's 

Participation in Peacebuilding, the August 2015 Global Forum 

on Youth, Peace and Security, the Amman Declaration on 

Youth, Peace and Security, the September 2015 Global Youth 

Summit against Violent Extremism and the Action Agenda to 

Prevent Violent Extremism and Promote Peace, and 

acknowledging their role in creating a foundation that 

promotes young people's inclusive participation and positive 

contribution to building peace in conict and post-conict 

situations. 
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To ensure Nigeria fully embraces UNSCR 2250, a Youth Peace 

and Security (YPS) National Action Plan (NAP) is required, which 

will describe the mechanisms that would enable young people 

to participate meaningfully in all spheres of peace and 

security. The NAP will also identify roles to be undertaken by 

relevant stakeholders such as Ministries, Departments and 

Agencies (MDAs) as well as Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) 

and private enterprises, concerned with peace, security and 

development through programmes, services, facilities and 

activities to achieve the goal of the resolution. The YPS NAP will 

complement existing national, regional and international 

policy initiatives and conventions that affect youths, such as: 

•National Youth Policy, 2019

•Nat iona l  Po l icy  on Popu lat ion fo r  Sus ta inable 

Development. 

•1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria.  

•National Policy on the Health and Development of 

Adolescents and Young People in Nigeria

•WPS National Action Plan
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•Violence against Persons (Prohibition).

•National Gender Policy.  

.Childs Right Act

Women (CEDAW)

•Not too Young to Run Law.  

•National Policy on Education.  

•The National Council on Youth Development

•The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

•The ECOWAS Youth Policy – The National Youth Policy 

recognizes the ECOWAS Commission Youth Policy as the 

basis for the overall development of all young people in the 

sub-region.   

•African Youth Charter (AYC) – Nigeria has ratied the AYC 

and is working towards achieving the principles of the 

Charter which enable all young men and women to enjoy 

full participation in the life of the society. The AU's 

Continental Framework on Youth, Peace and Security is 

anchored on Article 17 of AYC and the pillars of the UNSCR 

2250.

   . Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against 

•The Economic Growth and Recovery Plan
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•Charter of the United Nations – Nigeria, as a member of the 

United Nations agrees to the attainment of the purposes 

and principles of the Charter of the United Nations which 

enables young men and women to enjoy full participation 

in the life of society.  

•United Nations World Programme of Action for Youth 

(WPAY)- The ten priority areas identied and suggested by 

the World Programme of Action and the ve newly 

identied priority areas namely: impact of globalization on 

young men and women; the use of and access to 

information and communication technologies; the 

dramatic increase in the incidence of HIV infection among 

young people and the impact of the epidemic on their lives; 

the active involvement of young people in armed conict, 

•Commonwealth Youth Charter – the National Youth Policy 

recognizes the work of the Commonwealth in the support of 

national youth policies in all commonwealth countries and 

its effort towards creating societies where young women 

and men are empowered to develop their creativity.  
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both as victims and perpetrators; and the increased 

importance of addressing intergenerational issues in an 

aging society.

It is also intended that the YPS NAP will serve as a useful guide for 

Federal, State and Local Governments, the Legislature, 

Judiciary, CSOs, Community Based Organizations (CBOs), Faith 

Based Organizations (FBOs) and all relevant stakeholders 

engaged in peace, security, governance, elections, 

development and humanitarian efforts to dene their roles at 

The YPS NAP will show Nigeria's commitment as well as 

accountability in ensuring the meaningful participation of 

youth in conict prevention, post-conict and peacebuilding 

efforts. It is a practical and operational tool for youths to be 

involved in government and stakeholder's response to their 

concerns as well as the assistance programmes available to 

them. For law enforcement agencies and peacebuilding 

organizations, YPS NAP afrms their role in ensuring the safety 

and security of youths from extrajudicial killings and unlawful 

detention as well as identifying their specic needs in terms of 

disarmament, de-radicalization and rehabilitation.
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the policy and enforcement levels. The document ensures that 

government and stakeholders' programmes respond to 

immediate and long-term needs of youths in all the ve pillars of 

UNSCR 2250 - Participation, Protection, Prevention, Partnership, 

Disengagement and Reintegration. It is important to adapt 

these ve pillars as they are relevant to the situation in Nigeria.
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According to the National Youth Policy of Nigeria, 2019, Youth is 

dened by the UN as the age range 15 to 24 years, but this age 

bracket is largely considered as too narrow for countries in 

Africa, given their political, economic and socio-cultural 

circumstances. The AYC and ECOWAS Youth Policy dene 

youth as persons between the ages of 15 and 35 years.  On a 

s imi lar  bas i s ,  N iger ia ' s  2009 Nat ional  Youth Pol icy 

chronologically dened youth as persons of age 18 to 35 years. 

As the Nigerian demographic statistics show, less than ve 

percent of Nigerians are still in school beyond age 29 years, and 

about three quarters of males and over 90% of females have 

been married – a major social landmark for adulthood in 

Nigeria, which is by the age of 29 years. Thus, the 2019 youth 

policy species 29 years as the upper age limit for the denition 

of youth. This provision also recognizes that the “Not Too Young 

to Run” law also species 30 years as the age of eligibility for 

running for the presidency of the country; the age of eligibility 

for the ofce of the presidency of Nigeria should signal an adult 

period of life in the country (National Youth Policy, 2019).

BACKGROUND
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The UN Expert Group Meeting on Youth, Peace and Security in 

2017 specied that young people constitute the majority of the 

world's population. In 2015, a global gure of 1.2 billion people, 

aged 15-24 accounted for one out of every six people 

worldwide. By 2030, the target date for the Sustainable 

Development Goals (SDGs), the number of youth is projected 

to have grown by 7 per cent, to nearly 1.3 billion. And yet this 

growth in population has not increased the wealth or 

representation of young people. The majority of young people 

struggle to attain basic needs in terms of education and 

training, gainful employment and sustainable livelihoods, 

health care services, as well as civil liberties and political 

participation (UN Expert Group Meeting, 2017).

According to Obaje and Okeke-Uzodike, (2013), there is 

overwhelming literature on the extensive involvement of 

marginalized and excluded children and youth in conict and 

warfare in Africa and beyond. Throughout history youths have 

been the backbone of armies of conquest in Asia and Europe 

and anti-colonial revolutionary fervor in Latin America and 
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Africa. In urban cities today, youth participation in violence 

takes the form of involvement in gangs, some of which are 

allegedly politically-backed and used in a variety of ways to 

help political parties to gain mileage, particularly around 

election time. In Africa, Liberian President Charles Taylor's 

exploitation of the youths was a key contributor to his ability to 

destabilize neighboring Sierra Leone and plunder diamonds 

during the course of the country's civil war (Obaje and Okeke-

Uzodike, 2013).

The events surrounding the North African uprisings and the 

series of popular protests across the continent are often 

explained by the socio-economic and political marginalization 

of youth. Likewise, the surge in radicalization and violent 

extremism within the last two decades also tends to be 

associated with the political and socio-economic disaffection 

of young men, and increasingly young women, who join 

extremist groups such as Boko Haram, Al-Shabaab and ISIL (UN 

Expert Group Meeting, 2017). Young people are more often 

perceived as the main perpetrators of political violence, social 
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It must be recognized that youths are also one of the main 

victims of violence around the world, both in fragile and 

developed contexts. Ethnic diversity, religious, economic, 

social and political differences, create exclusion and 

marginalization within communities, which most often fail to 

respond to the needs of young people. In the absence of 

opportunities and participation, youth become vulnerable and 

many times stay caught up in a vicious cycle of violence and 

stigmatization (Interpeace, 2016). The involvement of youth in 

organized violence, through gangs and protection racket 

groups have been associated to high unemployment rates, 

lack of opportunities, dysfunctional family structures and social 

exclusion. While young people are particularly susceptible to 

violence and crime, they are also disproportionately burdened 

by social and economic insecurities, and are often victims of 

violence, political unrest and terrorism themselves. In 

developing and developed countries, exclusion and 

marginalization are two factors that increase barriers to peace, 

unrest and violent extremism despite their increasing roles to 

build sustainable peace.
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In Nigeria, the socio-economic vulnerabilities of youth have 

made them easy targets for exploitation and manipulation by 

several state and non-state actors. For instance, during 

elections, young people, many of whom are unemployed, are 

used as tools for electioneering by unscrupulous politicians who 

often encourage and pay them to use violence to achieve 

their ends (SCA, 2016). This exploitation exacerbates the 

incidence of violent acts by youths, as illustrated by the 

suggestion that young people are perpetrators of 90% to 95% of 

violence in Nigeria (Obaje and Okeke-Uzodike, 2013). In 

Nigeria, there is a rise in violence and violent extremism, 

especially among radicalized youth, threatening stability and 

development. This has led to ever evolving security challenges 

such as violent crimes, kidnappings, piracy, bombings, ethnic 

conict, religious conict, political assassination and the 

insurgency of the Boko Haram sect.

especially with regards to youth and how they are affected by 

a lack of participation in their community's development and 

employment opportunities (Interpeace, 2016).

Integrating youth's part icipation in leadership and 

empowerment can enhance peacebuilding efforts. The 
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It is also important to acknowledge young people's positive 

roles as they participate in efforts to prevent and resolve 

conicts, combat violence and extremism and build 

sustainable peace. For example, many young women and 

importance of engaging youth for the sake of lip service is no 

longer a sufcient approach as it has been recognized that 

many excluded, marginalized and disgruntled youths in Nigeria 

are falling prey to extremist rhetoric to carry out violence. 

Social, economic and political deprivations are root causes 

that drive youth restiveness and radicalization (SCA, 2016). To 

improve young people's lives, youths should be actively 

engaged in shaping discussions and contributing to policies at 

the national, state, local government, ward, and community 

levels. Inclusive approaches are needed in eradicating 

poverty, hunger and promoting well-being and more inclusive 

peaceful societies. Socio-economic and political issues have 

been repeatedly acknowledged by governments, as well as by 

young people and youth-led organizations as important 

challenges facing the younger generation today. 
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Therefore, peace, security and sustainable development can 

only be achieved by tackling the social, economic and 

political issues affecting young people in a holistic and 

integrated manner. The UNSCR 2250 is a timely policy 

instrument that recognizes youth not just as perpetrators and 

victims of conict, violence and extremism but also as 

fundamental drivers and critical partners in local, national and 

global efforts to prevent conict and promote lasting peace 

(UN Expert Group Meeting, 2017). UNSCR 2250 connects 

directly to UNSCR 2178 on violent extremism (2014) which calls 

for the engagement of young people or youth in preventing 

men have been opposing unlawful constitutional changes in 

their countries, exercising their participatory citizenship through 

popular protests. Many have been at the forefront of important 

policy and decision–making processes at local and national 

levels. Others have been making contributions through their 

everyday life participation in community groups, cultural, 

artistic and sports associations and the like. In reality, the role of 

young people in peace and security is more complex than 

some stereotypes may suggest, and requires a much deeper 

understanding (UN Expert Group Meeting, 2017).    
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violent extremism through supporting their efforts to PVE. An 

earlier resolution in 2000, UNSCR1325 on women, peace and 

security emphasizes the pivotal role of young women in conict 

prevention and sustaining peace. These three resolutions 

recognize the important role of young men and women, as key 

drivers in conict prevention and sustaining peace, as well as in 

the implementation of the SDGs, particularly Goal 16 which is 

aimed at the promotion of peaceful and inclusive societies. 
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History

The journey leading to the development of the YPS NAP started 

on 9 December 2015 following the adoption of UNSCR 2250. The 

resolution recognizes that youth should actively be engaged in 

shaping lasting peace and contributing to justice and security. 

The resolution provided the rst international legal and political 

framework recognizing the impact of armed conicts on youth 

as well as the role of youth in peace and security. 

Following the resolution, the Secretary General of the United 

Nations commissioned the Global Study on Youth, Peace and 

Security to get a better understanding of the state of young 

people across the world. The need to domesticate the 

resolution in Nigeria became very clear and a Working Group 

on Youth, Peace and Security was formed following the Nigeria 

launch of the UNSCR 2250 in October 2016, to look into the 

implementation of the resolution in Nigeria. The Working Group 

on Youth, Peace and Security has been renamed the Nigeria 

Coalition on Youth, Peace and Security. 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE NATIONAL ACTION 
PLAN ON YOUTH PEACE AND SECURITY IN NIGERIA
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It is within this context that the Federal Ministry of Youth and 

Sports Development (FMYSD), the Centre for Sustainable 

Development and Education in Africa (CSDEA) and the 

Institute for Peace and Conict Resolution (IPCR) – Federal 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs (FMFA) decided to partner with 

relevant stakeholders to develop a YPS NAP to domesticate the 

ve pillars of the UNSCR 2250 which includes: Participation, 

Prevention, Protection, Partnerships, as well as Disengagement 

and Reintegration in Nigeria.

African Regional Initiatives

At the continental level, as part of efforts to domesticate and 

contextualize UNSCR 2250, the Peace and Security Council 

(PSC) of the AU requested the continental body to develop a 

Continental Framework on Youth, Peace and Security (YPS) 

and urged Member States to develop NAPs. Consequently, the 

African Union Commission in collaboration with the Regional 

Economic Communities (RECs), Regional Mechanisms (RMs) 
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The Federal Ministry of Youth and Sports Development in 

collaboration with the CSDEA and IPCR with support from the 

Global Civil Society Platform for Peacebuilding and 

Statebuilding (CSPPS) and the European Commission have 

engaged stakeholders via a national forum to understand the 

situation as it relates to issues of Youth, Peace and Security. The 

response leading to the development of this document has 

benetted from nine in-person consultations in the form of 

national conferences, zonal workshops, national validation 

meetings, and community level focus group discussions to 

bring together youth groups, civil society, government, security 

agencies, the media, traditional and religious institutions from 

communities across the 36 states of the federation and the 

Methodology

and youth across the continent has developed the AU-YPS 

framework to serve as a blueprint for Member States in the 

development of NAPs for the advancement of the YPS agenda 

on the continent. The AU-YPS Framework aligns with the ve 

pillars of UNSCR 2250 with the addition of 'Coordination' to the 

partnerships pillar. 
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Federal Capital Territory to get their localized inputs into the 

development of the YPS NAP. Inputs were also received 

through over one dozen online consultations and meetings. 

Several youth and civil society organizations also sent in written 

inputs. These consultations were preceded by a desk review, 

development of structured instruments, pre-test and validation 

of the instruments before use. 
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I Government: The implementation of the YPS NAP rests on 

the Federal Ministry of Youth and Sports Development, 

Federal Ministry of Foreign Affairs, National Orientation 

Agency, Federal Ministry of Information, Federal Ministry 

of Interior, Nigerian Governors Forum, Association of 

Local Governments of Nigeria (ALGON), MOD, OSGF, 

NRC, NEMA, NHRC, MNDA, NDLEA, Ofce of the Security 

Advisor (ONSA), Nigeria Police, Nigeria Military, Nigeria 

Security and Civil Defense Corps, and NAPTIP.

A successful implementation of Nigeria's NAP on UNSCR 2250 

would largely depend on political will, coordination between 

all relevant stakeholders and nancial support through 

domestic and external funding. The implementation of the 

NAP should be under the overall leadership and guidance of 

the Federal Ministry of Youth and Sports Development with 

support from the Nigeria Coalition on YPS, CSDEA and IPCR. 

Other agencies and partners which have been identied as 

focal point for this project based on their mandates and roles in 

relation to the various aspects of the NAP Pillars include:

LEAD AGENCIES, ORGANIZATIONS 
AND PARTNERS FOR YPS NAP
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v Mul t inat iona l  Corporat ions  -  O i l  companies , 

telecommunications, automobile, Maritime, aviation, 

manufacturing, construction, services, food and 

beverage companies.

iii Regional Bodies - ECOWAS, AU, AFDB

 

iv International Organizations and Partners - UNDP, UNFPA, 

UNHCR, UNESCO, UNICEF, UN WOMEN, Foreign missions; 

DFID, NSRP, SIDA, European Union (EU), Chinese 

Government, DANIDA, USAID, CIDA, OXFAM, JICA, etc.

ii CSOs, Youth led and Youth Focused organizations, FBOs, 

CBOs and the media.

vi The Organized Private Sector (OPS) and Financial 

Institutions such as International Monetary Fund (IMF), 

African Development Bank (ADB), World Bank (WB) etc.
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The Federal Ministry of Youth and Sports Development, the 

Centre for Sustainable Development and Education in Africa 

(CSDEA), Institute for Peace and Conict Resolution (IPCR), Civil 

Society Legislative Advocacy Center, Search for Common 

Ground, West Africa Network for Peacebuilding (WANEP), 

African Centre for Leadership, Strategy and Development, 

Center for Democracy and Development (CDD), Youth, Peace 

and Security Network (YPSN), Center for Peace Advocacy and 

Sustainable Development, Markengee Touchinglives 

International, National Agency for the Prohibition of Trafcking 

in Persons, Police Community Relations Committee, National 

Council for Women Societies, Youths for Peacebuilding and 

Development in Africa, Save the Child Initiative-Nigeria, Next 

Generation Youth Initiative International, National Council for 

Women Society, Christian Association of Nigeria, Jama'atul 

Nasril Islam, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), 

United Kingdom Department For International Development 

(DFID), United Nations Education, Scientic and Cultural 

Organization (UNESCO), Norwegian Embassy, the Nigerian 

Army, the Nigerian Air force/Military, Red Cross, Nigerian Drug 

LIST OF MDAs, CSOs, MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS, 

REGIONAL BODIES, INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

AND PARTNERS

38

National Action Plan on Youth, Peace and Security



Law Enforcement Agency (NDLEA), Ministry for Niger Delta 

Affairs (MNDA), National Orientation Agency, Federal Ministry 

of Information, Voice of Nigeria, Federal Ministry of Interior, 

Association of Local Governments of Nigeria (ALGON), Federal 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, National Boundary Commission, 

Ofce of the Senior Special Assistant to the President of Nigeria 

on the SDGs, Youth Advocacy for Health Foundation, Rural 

Youth Advocacy Network, Federal Ministry of Budget and 

National Planning, Building Blocks for Peace Foundation, 

Technoworld Community Foundation, Savannah Centre for 

Diplomacy, National Youth Service Corps, Victims Support 

Fund, National Broadcasting Commission, Nigeria Television 

Authority, Arise Television, Daily Trust Newspapers, ThisDay 

Newspapers, Nigeria Tribune Newspapers, Premium Times 

Newspapers, Voice of Nigeria, Africa Independent Television, 

Leadership Newspapers, The Pilot Newspapers, MultiChoice 

Nigeria, MTN, Airtel, Globacom, Jumia, Dangote Group, Shell 

Petroleum Development Company of Nigeria, Innoson Motors, 

Fly Emirates, Air Peace, Nasco Group, Indofood (Indomie), 

Nigerian Bottling Company, Coca Cola, Pepsi etc.
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Below is a table with a summary of the strategy listing out results 

in terms of strategic objectives as well as the outcomes 

according to the pillars as enshrined in the UNSCR 2250:

SUMMARY OF YPS NAP STRATEGY PERFORMANCE 

MANAGEMENT
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2. That there is the need for thorough mapping of all frameworks 

on youth in order to harmonize laws and policies in charge of 

youth to be in one space from which the YPS National Action 

Plan can be derived. 

Below is a list of key suggestions from the consultations (online and in-

person) based on the ve pillars of the UNSCR 2250.

1. The group suggested that Nigeria should take a step further 

from “Not Too Young to run law” and begin to include the 

youth in administrative and decision-making positions. They 

recommended that enforceable, explicit and binding laws 

should be put in place that will give youth 30% inclusion in 

elected and appointed positions at all levels in government 

especially in peace and security spheres, and that the quota 

should be reected in research institutions and other relevant 

bodies.

3. There is the need for a strong and effective monitoring and 

evaluation structure and the involvement of youth in the 

Participation

APPENDIX
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7. There should be partnerships with the legislature and 

especially the National Assembly and State Houses of 

4. That there is need to create awareness on the National Youth 

Policy and other policies and programs that govern young 

people as many youth are not aware of existing law and 

frameworks.

performance management of the YPS NAP during its 

implementation and in the implementation of other youth 

related policies and instruments.

6. That the Government of Nigeria should prioritize and 

encourage youth involvement in peace initiatives at all levels 

including the creation of a network for mentorship of young 

people. NGOs belonging to young people and working in this 

area should be encouraged and consulted to lend their 

voices to this cause.

5. That there should be special attention to the youth during the 

period of disengagement, rehabilitation and reintegration by 

increasing the capacities of agencies charged with this 

mandate.
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Assembly for the ratication and domestication of the UNSCR 

2250 in the form of the YPS NAP. 

9. That it is important to sensitize the Nigerian youth on security 

consciousness, and that ensuring safety and security is 

everybody's business and not the exclusive domain of 

government.

8. That young people should articulate their ideas and speak 

with one voice which will facilitate their incorporation into the 

democrat ic decis ion -making spaces for  nat ional 

development.

11. Voluntary Youth organization should be resuscitated and 

empowered for peace making and security.

10. Nigerian youths should be provided with sustainable skills on a 

need bases, or business hubs should be created at all levels to 

maximize the potentials inherent in young people.

12. That there is the need for Nigeria to enact Peace Education 

Curriculum in Primary, Secondary and Tertiary institutions 

(some sort of civic education at all levels) which will serve as a 

sustainable strategy for peace building and conict resolution 

in the long run.

13. There should be capacity assessment of youths to determine 

their strengths and vulnerabilities in a bid to support them to 
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14. There is need for sustained synergy among all stakeholders to 

build on existing human capital investment for ownership and 

continuity of youth led initiatives.

15.  There should be youth representation at the National Peace 

and Security Council of Nigeria.

16. There should be holistic engagement with the youth down to 

the grassroots, a bottom-up approach in the implementation 

of policies concerning youths.

17. The Nigerian government and stakeholders should create an 

enabling environment for youth to participate equally in 

politics and political leadership. This should include de-

monetizing the political space, internal party democracy and 

electoral reforms. 

18.  It is important for the Nigerian government and other 

stakeholders to encourage the participation of youth in the 

reconstruction of areas affected by conict to bring help to 

the refugees, IDPs and to promote peace and reconciliation.

contribute meaningfully to conict management and 

peacebuilding processes.
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5. Special and deliberate effort should be put in place to ensure 

the protection of people living with disability (PLWD) during 

crisis. It is also important that a welfare programme tailored 

Protection

1. There was emphasis on the commitment of our Armed Forces 

to their obligation to protect; stating that effort should be 

made by security agencies to protect the rights of repentant 

ghters and the vulnerable under their custody at all times 

especially that of repentant young persons in the frontline. 

2. That the youth be educated and made to get involved in 

advocacy work of protecting citizens because many of the 

victims fall within the youthful age.

3. Discrimination against victims and especially young women 

should be discouraged. There should be strict legislation in 

place to prosecute offenders who are found guilty. If this is not 

done, the repentant youth are likely to see reason for returning 

to violence. 

4. Training of Trainers (ToT) programme for youths in the Internally 

Displaced Persons (IDPs) camps on the need for peace and 

protection is essential, as the message will spread faster and 

widely. 
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.

6. Victims of conict particularly young women and men are 

vulnerable to sexual exploitation in IDPs camps. As a result, it 

was suggested that there is need for reorientation of the 

security apparatus including the army, police and youth 

groups. Offenders should be made to face stringent 

punishment to serve as deterrent.  

towards their needs be provided for them including 

encouraging agencies saddled with this responsibility to take 

the lead

7. There should be sensitization and capacity building training to 

strengthen youth involvement as volunteers on security issues 

and peace keeping. There is the urgent need for a robust 

peace education strategy.

8. Inclusiveness of credible youth bodies in decision making on 

security matters is essential to peace and security governance 

in Nigeria.

10. More attention and interest should be given to youth 

development and sporting activities at various levels across 

the country.

9. Compensation plans should be enacted for volunteering 

youth that play active roles in securing lives and properties 

during violent conict and emergency situations.
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5. That youth-based and community organizations should drive 

advocacy programs on peacebuilding and conict 

prevention. Providing a platform where the youths can 

interact with themselves and dialogue through town hall 

meetings will go a long way in preventing violence.

6. There is need to strengthen youth including young women's 

involvement and participation in policy formulation, and 

programmes, as well as during the implementation stages. This 

should include active cooperation with youth in the 

implementation, monitoring and evaluation in prevention of 

violence policies and programs.

programs and skills acquisition in order to keep young people 

busy and off the streets. 

3. Due to high levels of poverty, the group recommended that 

young people be encouraged to acquire vocational skills in 

order to close the unemployment gap and reduce idleness.

4. Civil Society Organizations including youth groups, religious 

and traditional institutions should be strengthened to promote 

a culture of respect for all, non-violence, dialogue, and public 

enlightenment against all forms of violence. 
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11. Youth involvement in programme design and the use of 

bottom up approach in implementation of protection 

programmes should be encouraged.

2. The group suggested the review of curriculum at basic levels of 

education to incorporate peace into it as extracurricular 

activity. Education curricula need to include internship 

1. This group viewed prevention from two perspectives, with the 

rst being preventing conict before it happens and the 

second as preventing conict from escalating. They noted 

that peace education should be made compulsory to all 

youth so as to positively inuence their mindsets.

13. Holistic community and youth involvement in security and 

information gathering/sharing must be encouraged as this will 

ensure a robust process that will enhance cooperation and 

communicat ion  between secur i ty  agenc ies  and 

communities. 

12. Professionalism that includes the protection of human rights 

and the rule of law, and the welfare, capacity, and 

operational readiness of security ofcers must be promoted to 

ensure the safety and cooperation of the youth and 

communities. 

Prevention

70

National Action Plan on Youth, Peace and Security



9. Improving livelihoods, entrepreneurship, employment, skills 

acquisition, psycho–social support for victims, as well as, 

access to education and information, sensitization and sports 

is essential.

Partnerships

1. Sensitization and advocacy in order to educate young 

people and their networks of the existing and relevant 

agencies that will help them in their participation to 

peacebuilding processes.

8. Dialogue and soft approach should be promoted to prevent 

the onset and escalation of conict. This is also vital when 

engaging repentant violent extremists, and youth involved in 

electoral violence and drug abuse.

10. There should be provision of positive counter and alternative 

narratives to extreme and radical ideas by religious leaders 

and from other sources to prevent conict. This should include 

the creation of peace clubs.

7. Identication and strengthening of early warning and 

response mechanisms existing within the country to support 

the youths in preventing conict. 
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4. That the Peace Commission when operational should 

organize a town hall meeting for stakeholders involving 

parents, youth leaders, women groups, local chiefs, religious 

and political leaders, where people will be given opportunity 

to air their views with respect to peace and security tenets.

5. Government through the appropriate agencies like NOA 

should partner with youth groups to embark on effective value 

reorientation campaign targeted at youth to inculcate the 

2. That the proposed National Peacebuilding Commission when 

operational should provide incentives and programs like 

rolling - out soccer for peace and other kinds of sports that will 

engage young people and especial ly those from 

marginalized and hard to reach communities, making them 

think less about crime.

3. The government and stakeholders including the private sector 

should facilitate condence-building and the creation of a 

conducive atmosphere where there is respect for human 

rights, and livelihoods support (including agriculture-based 

partnerships) to help persuade militant youth to disarm, and 

facilitate their rehabilitation and reintegration.
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6. Economic empowerment of Youth including the provision of 

sustainable and accessible programmes by the Central Bank 

of Nigeria, Humanitarian Affairs Ministry etc is important in 

driving the peace and security agenda amongst youths.

national and patriotic values including the pursuits of peace 

and non-violence at all levels. 

7. Youth co-option into the local security fabric by community 

and traditional leaders to facilitate community peace 

building and cohesion process is essential to sustainable 

peace.

8. There should be adequate funding of the educational sector 

to enable youth access peace and security related 

scholarships and research funding.

9. Government and stakeholders should strengthen the 

capacity of youth in the pursuit of national peace and security 

by actively engaging them in implementing existing 

frameworks and policies through concerned Ministries, 

Departments and Agencies including the Federal Ministry of 

Youth and Sports Development. This collaboration should also 

include structures for continuity, sustainability and regular 

reporting on government revenues and expenditures so as to 
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1. There is concern about the poor design and implementation 

of DDR (Disengagement, Demobilization and Reintegration) 

programs, and hence there is the need to enact related 

policies, legislative framework and strengthen existing DDRR 

programs as it were, including popularization and sensitization 

of the public and affected communities about them.

3. There is the need to engage and educate the young people 

from the grassroots in order to carry them along as many of 

them can easily be lured to believe radical and violent 

ideologies.

4. The Operation Safe Corridor initiative that is evident in Gombe 

state and in the North East should be replicated in other parts of 

the country that are experiencing conict.

build and nurture trust between government and young 

people.

Reintegration and Rehabilitation

2. There should be ideological reorientation of the actors and 

victims of insurgency and violence with positive narratives to 

counter their previous beliefs. 

5. Lack of synergy and planning among security agencies in the 

operationalization of DDR has affected its success. All the 

security agencies should work in unity including long term 

planning, implementation and nancing to achieve the set 
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goals. Security agencies should also synergize with Community 

Based Organizations as they are closer to the grassroots.

6. Victims and repentant militants are prone to drugs and 

trauma. As a result, there is the need to advocate for the 

involvement of professionals such as counselors and 

psychologists during DDR programs.

7. Stakeholders should advocate for a protable and 

sustainable engagement of the repentant youth after DDR 

through various empowerment programs by government and 

the private sector in particular, including the need to enact 

laws and create an enabling environment that promotes 

entrepreneurship opportunities.

9. Creation and maintenance of well-equipped youth 

development centers across the country is also needed to 

drive a youth led DDR system in the country.

 

8. There is need to strengthen oversight agencies to be part of 

the whole process including design and implementation of 

DDR programs, in anticipation of correcting all identied gaps.
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 11. Capacity building and personal development processes     

should be encouraged across board within DDR programs to 

enable young people maximize their potentials. This should 

include training for Correctional Services Personnel and the 

enactment of DDR referral mechanisms. 

10. Enactment of laws and legislative frameworks to support DDR 

processes and to make them contextual and functional for the 

Nigerian populace. This should include continuity in 

government policies for youth which is essential to drive the YPS 

NAP. 

13.   Creation of data base for the disengaged ex-combatants is 

very essential. This will support a functional monitoring and 

evaluation mechanism within the DDR process. 

12.    Cross–sectoral collaborations including the formation of youth 

coal it ions/networks on YPS towards designing and 

implementation of specic projects, initiatives and frameworks 

for DDR for young people is needed.
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14.   Holistic approach towards DDR programmes is important as 

affected communities cannot be left out in the process, they 

must be carried along for a complete DDR system to 

function.
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